September McConnell

Hoosier born and bred, September was raised in “the region” and received her B.S. in Public & Corporate Communications from Butler University. An internship with the Indiana Sports Corporation led to a position as Director of Communications for the IU Natatorium and Track Stadium. During that time, she worked coordinating media relations for events such as the Pan American Games, the U.S. Olympic Trials for Swimming & Diving and Track & Field. 
A move north (love of husband outranked love of Indy) led her to the position of Marketing Director for the Fort Wayne Museum of art for almost a decade. She cites developing an exhibition catalogue for the artist Christo (the guy who wrapped entire buildings in fabric) as one of her most interesting museum endeavors.
She currently serves as the CEO to the Community Foundation of Whitley County. Under her supervision for the past 24 years, the organization has grown to include over 150 endowed funds which she refers to as “a lot of promises made.”  Under a team of friends who just happen to work together, the Foundation has enjoyed many successes including the creation of one of the state’s first giving circles for women’s health which provides free mammograms to uninsured women in the community. Last December, the Community Foundation was awarded a $2.6 million leadership grant from Lilly Endowment for their Next Level Whitley County work.

Career jumps from sports to fine arts to community development, have always been supported her husband of 34 years, Jim, who has a dental practice in Columbia City. They are parents to a son and daughter who have fled the nest leaving behind a grumpy bulldog to be doted on and adored.
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